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F 
rom the Chair 

Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 111 December 2020 

Once again, most of what follows has been put 

together during my continued wanderings away 

from Margaret Grove. Towards that end I find that 

sometimes it is possible to detach myself from everything 

around and allow ideas to form. However, for most of the 

time, I try to find ways of alleviating what often is 

monotonous. These have included: constructing an 

alphabet from A to Z (excluding Q) from car number 

plates; counting discarded plastic bottles; totting up the 

number of people who, despite my best efforts, ignore 

me; counting the large number of ‘disposable single use’ 

face masks. I wonder if other wanderers have their own 

devices. Curiously, for a couple of days following the 

new lockdown, there seemed to be a surge of people out 

and about, but this slowed down very quickly. 

I write this now looking back at the year and what 

remains of it, measured again in simple terms against the 

old oak tree next door, now bereft of its leaves which 

judging by the number of filled ‘green’ sacks fell in 

greater quantities than ever.  

Wildlife visitors are again restricted to the fox and the one

-eyed cat who just lately seems to have been an ever 

present. It could be that his supplies further afield have 

dried up but at most times of the day he can be found, 

keeping his options open, by positioning himself at a 

point equidistant between my house and next door. The 

slightest movement from either will send him scurrying 

towards the door. He arrives at first light and is an all-

weather cat with infinite patience in the best tradition of 

Jerome K Jerome (see August Duck), prepared to stay 

until dark in the hope of a tit-bit. If anyone sees him and 

succumbs to his wiles, his particular favourite just now, is 

sardine and tomato paste lightly spread on dry bread. 

The Residents’ Association has continued, where possible 

and within the limits of its powers, to deal with requests 

for help and guidance from Residents. There has been 

quite a lot of concern and complaints about the state of 

grass verges and the misuse of them for parking cars, 

skips and other vehicles, which is now a regular practice 

in parts of the Estate. We have said on previous occasions 

that whilst the comfort derived from parking outside the 

house is well understood, the damage to the verge, 

particularly at this time of year will be considerable. The 

same is true of course when contractors’ lorries deliver 

goods or are used to collect rubbish, or where heavy skips 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

Santa’s Sleigh 

We are hoping Santa will still be able to visit Moor Pool 

on the weekend 19 - 20 Dec. We can’t say exactly when 

because it’s a surprise!  So keep looking out for him on 

his sleigh when it starts to get dark. If he does come, 

please wave, but stay in your front gardens.  We ALL 

have to keep our social distance, even Santa! 

Happy Chris tmas  

Lockdown 2 ends in Tiers 

The latest COVID-19 updates from Birmingham City 

Council and what we can and can’t do under Tier 3 can 

be viewed on our web site at www.moorpool.com: 

follow the covid-19 link.  

Christmas on Moor Pool 

A full colour Christmas pull out supplement is included 

in this edition of the Duck detailing Moor Pool events 

including the Doorstep Carol-a-Long song sheet. If you 

need extra copies it can be downloaded for our web site 

at www.moorpool.com. 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets 

eaten by the dog, you want an extra 

copy or live off the estate, then the 

current issue can be downloaded 

from www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

Forthcoming Events 

Doorstep Carols Saturday, December 12th 

Log Sale (provisional) Sunday, December 13th 

Santa’s Sleigh December 19th/20th 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, January 30th 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

23rd January 2021 February 2021 

27th March 2021 April 2021 

29th May 2021 June 2021 

24th July 2021 August 2021 

25th September 2021 October 2021 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

MOORPOOL 

NEWS & WINE 
 

Please support your local shop 

Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 

coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 

you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is 

not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box. 

The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for 

the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the 

Easter and Christmas activities. 

If you have not done so already, please consider joining. 

There’s a form on the last page with details. 

It’s a Record 

Saturday 3 October was the wettest day for UK-wide 
rainfall since records began in 1891, Met Office 
researchers have said. The downpour followed in the wake 
of Storm Alex and saw an average of 31.7mm (1.24ins) of 
rain across the entire UK.  

The deluge was enough to exceed the capacity of Loch 
Ness - the largest lake in the UK by volume - the 
researchers added. 

The previous record wettest day was 29 August 1986.  

The Turn of the Spit - In Netflix's The Haunting of Bly 
Manor (a reimaging Henry James's The Turn of the Screw) 
The actress that plays Flora (Amelie Bea Smith) is also the 
voice of Peppa Pig. 

Standing in the middle of the road is very dangerous, you 
get knocked down by traffic from both sides. 

Margaret Thatcher 

Lockdown named the word of 2020 

Perhaps not a surprise, but "lockdown" has been declared 
the word of the year for 2020 by Collins Dictionary. It 
"encapsulates the shared experience of billions of people", 
Collins said. Other pandemic-linked terms in the top 10 
are "furlough", "key worker", "self-isolate" and "social 
distancing", as well as "coronavirus".  

The problem with the world is that the intelligent people 
are full of doubts, while the stupid ones are full of 
confidence.     Charles Bukowski quoted in the Daily Mail 

Committed to Moor Pool? 

Help take our exciting 

community business into the 

2020s as part of the continued 

development of Moor Pool 

Hall, the community green 

spaces and much more 

besides. 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust is looking for people who 

share our passion for and active commitment to Moor 

Pool with the time to participate in our monthly 

meetings, as well as occasional project or event 

activity.  

We have a number of exciting ideas or projects to 

progress and fulfil in the next few years.  You would 

play your part in the sustainment and development of 

this unique place to live. 

Please contact Simon Stirling on 

simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 07757 790539 for a 

chat. 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com


The Moor Pool Duck   3 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

Lost & Found 

As an allotment holder for the past 30+ years or so I’m used to 

finding a few “unusual” things on my Moorpool allotment plot.  

These finds range from the quite common - courgette that turns into 

a giant marrow over-night; large quantities of broken glass (where 

on earth did it all come from???); through to the less common - 

grass snake eggs in the compost bin (I’ve been assured they were 

grass snake eggs, though they looked far too large to me, must have 

been quite painful laying them). 

However, I think my ‘find’ whilst digging up spuds last Saturday 

beats the lot. Buried in the trench along with a reasonable crop of 

spuds was a pack of butter!!!   

I grow my spuds in the usual way, dig a trench, add manure and 

compost and plant seed spuds in late March, followed by earthing-

up about six weeks or so latter.  I’m absolutely sure the pack of 

butter wasn’t there when I did the earthing-up.  So, how on earth 

(pun intended) did the pack of organic butter get there – not least as 

it was unopened till I stuck my garden fork through it???  

I quite like a bit of butter on my mash and baked potatoes but 

……..!!! 

If anyone has lost the pack of butter shown above, I’m afraid it’s 

too late for it to be returned – it’s ‘sell-by’ date was the 28th August 

2020, so Joy insisted it went in the bin (what a waste!).  I would 

however be interested to hear of any such (local) ‘loss’ between say 

mid-May and early October. 

Colin Brain 

Spuds and butter! 

It appears that killer whales with a taste for liver 
may in fact be the culprits behind the dwindling 
population of great white sharks in South Africa.  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Circle Cinema 

Well, all a bit of a mess isn’t it? 

While we will, of course, keep 

things under review we don’t 

anticipate opening again until 

well into next year. 

We will, of course, keep everyone updated through our 

web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are 

not already on our mailing list and would like to be, 

please contact us through the link below. Have as good a 

Christmas as you can. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

The Circle Tennis Club 

Good news.  Having had to suspend 
play during the 4 weeks of the 
second lockdown, we are now able 
to get back on court.  

The club will continue to offer a safe 
way to exercise, have fun and meet 
up with others.  

The club tournament was completed and, during finals 
day in October, there were some fiercely competitive 
matches. It was nice to see a number of people who live 
locally popping down to show their support. (Always 
keeping to social distancing, of course.) 

Members are hoping to continue the Winter league 
matches but, as always, will be guided by the safety 
measures set down by the Government and the LTA. 

Our coach is again working with adults and children, 
groups and individuals, and this is an important part of 
the club.  

We are sorry but we still cannot accept new members as 
the popularity of the game has been exceptional. With 
the shorter days the pressure on court bookings is 
increasing. We will let you know, via the website, 
www.circletennisclub.net  when we are able to accept 
new members. Keep watching.  In the meantime, if you 
have any questions, please contact us at 
circletennisclub@gmail.com  

We’d like to wish you all a Happy Christmas 
and a healthy New Year.  

Moor Pool Reading Group 

The Reading Group is unable to meet 

at the moments due to covid-19 

restrictions.  

We hope we will soon be able to 

reconvene and anyone interested in 

joining The Moor Pool Reading Group 

should contact Gillian Morgan at 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for more information.  

Moorpool Skittles Club 

Well, what a year this has been! The 

Club just about managed to finish the 

last Winter season, a few weeks short 

but enough to record scores and awards, 

though when we will be able to present 

them is another matter. I’m sure we 

were not alone in thinking things would be back to some 

sort of normality in time for the Autumn. Having 

completely missed the Summer season, we planned to 

open in some way for the current Winter session, sadly 

this has proved not to be and we made the decision to 

remain closed and review at the end of December. We are 

only a small club but all feel the Club and the use of the 

alley is very important so we have kept together as a club 

as far as possible, with regular ‘round robin’ type emails 

and we did manage two - socially distanced, restricted 

number - meetings in Queens Park. All Club members are 

hoping it won’t be too long before we can start sessions 

again but wish you all a safe and peaceful Christmas and 

2021. Any enquiries to keithwinkley61@gmail.com 

Circle Cycling Club 

No sooner did we get the go

-ahead to continue with our 

rides (with restrictions) then 

we were forced into a 

national Lockdown. For the 

time being there is no group 

cycling, but we hope to be back as a group and in the 

saddle before Christmas, in the meantime, keep cycling 

yourselves.  We have bicycles to loan if you don't have 

your own bike, you would need to join the Circle Cycling 

Club. Please get in touch for more details,  call: Peter on 

0776 340 7810. 

Dower-House: In Great Britain, a house provided for the 
residence of a widow, after the estate of her husband, 
with it’s manor house, has passed to the heir. 

William Whitney’s Century Dictionary (1889) 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
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Club & Society News 

Moorpool Tennis Club 

- An Oasis 

2020 has been a year to forget for many 

of us. The world of sport has had to 

make sacrifices, too. Tennis can be 

played safely, so it was one of the first 

sports allowed to re-open after Lockdown 1. We halved 

our membership fees to compensate for the loss of play. 

We implemented strict Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) 

guidelines for play: wearing of gloves; use of hand-

sanitiser; frequent sanitising of surfaces and equipment; 

social distancing. Adversity brings opportunity! Thanks to 

Club volunteers, we got to work on improving the club 

grounds and resurfacing our two courts. This helped to 

create a lifeline for us to meet in a safe environment - an 

oasis of tranquillity where tennis takes place, and even 

fitness and yoga classes on our lawn. Membership has 

grown to its highest level in the Club's 110-year history! 

We closed once again for Lockdown 2, but tennis is back 

on 2nd December. 

PLANS: Improved facilities for members and enhanced 

surroundings with our landscaping project. We look 

forward to welcoming you back for tennis, table-tennis 

and to hold events and activities for the wider Moor Pool 

community in 2021! 

Stay Safe, folks! 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

Don’t you just love crisp winter mornings? 

Russet beech hedges and dark, gleaming 

holly, bare branches hung with diamonds 

as the sun melts the frost, and the air 

seeming to hold its breath? But in all the 

stillness there is frantic activity on the bird feeders – 

finches and tits that have survived the night are desperate 

for a few seeds to give them enough energy to start the 

day. Dunnocks turn over fallen leaves in search of insects 

and grubs that might be overwintering there, and 

blackbirds raid the pyracantha, choosing ripe berries and 

gulping them down whole. As the day warms, earthworms 

burrow up to the surface in search of dead leaves that they 

can drag back down to eat, enriching and improving the 

soil in the process while overhead, silhouetted against the 

pale blue sky, buzzards circle, piercing the thin air with 

their cries.  

Even in my Moor Pool garden nature never ceases to 

amaze me. The natural world, globally or in our own 

gardens, is now under such pressure from humankind and 

yet where would we be without it? As Hopkins wrote in 

his poem Inversnaid: 

‘What would the world be, once bereft 

of wet and of wildness? … O let them be left’. 

Are you a member of the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust? 

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to 

contribute to the running of the estate. If you have 

lived on the estate for over three years you can 

download further details and a joining form from:  

http://www.moorpoolheritagetrust.co.uk/images/

MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_

2017.pdf  

Harborne Tenants 

Snooker Club 

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club, 

one of Harborne’s best kept secrets, to open soon, 

hopefully. Want to play, want to get involved, want to 

learn more about it. Please contact either Glyn Davies 

(0121 4263034) or Bob Boucher (0121 427 4200). 

Blue's the colour? The first blue British passports for 
nearly 30 years will be issued in the coming months. Blue 
passports were introduced in 1921 and phased out after 
1988 when members of the then European Economic 
Community agreed to harmonise designs. According to 
the Passport Index, 81 countries have blue passports, 
including Australia, the United States, Canada, India and 
Hong Kong. Several Caribbean countries also favour them 
along with Israel, Iraq, Syria and North Korea.  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re 
buying. These donations really help us out, so please sign 
up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You can get 
started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-n2 

Amazon 

You can no longer raise funds directly through 
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but 
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can 
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to 
support. The direct link is 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0 

If you then log in through smile.amazon.co.uk rather than 
amazon.co.uk you will be automatically linked to the 
charity you wish to support and 0.5% of any purchases will 
be donated to the Trust.  

You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with 
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to 
raise funds for the Trust in this way.  

are left, often for extended periods. Not only is the 

resultant rutted muddy mess very unsightly, but it is also 

likely that spring bulbs, which have been widely planted, 

will fail. Our clear view on this is that skips should always 

be left in the road and that relevant clear instructions are 

given to contractors, some of whom it is evident, have 

little or no concern for road safety or for the mess they 

leave behind. Finally, it should be noted that a licence 

from Birmingham City Council issued to a registered 

contractor, is required for a skip placed on the public 

highway. 

We will continue of course to respond to residents’ 

concerns on 0121 426 2134 or via my email address 

which is johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk. 

The Covid-19 Support network has continued to provide 

assistance whenever and wherever needed and as always, 

Jules Bellingham will be available on 07970 6204 or at 

jcbmoorpool@gmail.com. Thanks are due to all the 

volunteers and to Ballie and his family in the shop, where, 

with the support of the Community, £100 was raised for 

The Royal British Legion Remembrance Day Appeal. I’m 

experiencing a spell of dodgy health at the moment which 

has limited my activities and horizons and would like to 

put on record, my appreciation and thanks to my friends 

and neighbours for their care, concern and support. My 

supplies of daily bread and other essential items have 

been assured and if I have needed to get anywhere in a 

hurry, help has always been readily available. 

A lot of fun was had at the MRA/MPHT Hallowe’en on 

the Pumpkin Trail event where around sixty pumpkins 

were visited. The sad and wilted remains of some are still 

visible. I’ll resist a temptation to suggest that of all 

vegetables, pumpkins get a very raw deal or to talk about 

their Hallowe’en voting habits. 

For many, Christmas remains the most important time of 

year to unwind, have a bit of fun, get together with friends 

and family and to make sure that a close eye is kept on 

those for whom Christmas may be a particularly difficult 

time. As I write this, I’m aware once again of the mixed 

message nature of the current advice and its attendant 

risks but at least here at Moor Pool we are doing what 

can, safely to brighten things up a bit. Details are given 

elsewhere in The Duck and I look forward to Moorpoolers 

doing what they do best and am sure that there will be a 

magnificent response to the various suggestions including 

some lusty singing on the 12th. 

When I agreed at the beginning of the year to take over 

the Chair, I worried not so much about the problems I 

might encounter, as I did about what I would write for 

The Duck. I had no idea of course what was to come and 

how all our lives would be changed. As a Committee, we 

have tried, usually successfully, to deal with a number of 

concerns that have been raised by residents and I have 

reported on these However, because of forces beyond our 

control I was not able to report on the usual number of 

Community activities that in other years we have tried to 

provide. 

Returning to my concerns about what to write then, I 

decided on a simple formula, which was to comment on 

the natural changes that were taking place in Moor Pool 

through the progression of the year. Thrown into the mix 

were regular reports on the one-eyed cat and other wildlife 

and of course on the magnificent work done by the Covid 

19 team. The year is almost at an end and on the face of it, 

like the oak tree, has run its course and in more ways than 

one lies almost dormant. There’s a temptation here to dive 

into the directory of clichés about comparisons between 

the current situation, and nature regathering its strength, 

but I suppose as we look forward to Christmas and the 

New Year, the use of just that one will be forgiven. 

When I wrote the first of these contributions in April, the 

world had suddenly become a dangerous and 

bewilderingly different place enveloped by uncertainty. 

We now know a lot more, but the dangers are still with us, 

which is why I conclude by wishing everyone and their 

families and friends a safe, happy, joyful and peaceful 

Christmas, and a better and equally safe New Year full of 

hope.  

John 

From the Chair (continued from page 1) 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust  

Moor Pool Hall 

I said in my piece for the last ‘Duck’ that 

there would be ups and downs along the way 

and so it was proven with the closure of the 

Halls under the ‘second lockdown’ of 

November 5th.  It had been great to see the 

Moor Pool halls open and busy since the start 

of September, of course in a Covid Secure 

and socially distanced sort of way as we 

welcomed many of our organised groups back 

and greeted a few new exciting activities.   

Now we go all over again with the reopening in December 

to cater for permissible children’s and youth activities 

under Tier 3.  All of our group hirers confirm how vital 

this is to the wellbeing of children.....and parents!   

Let’s all hope that Covid rates continue to fall away and 

that Birmingham might move to Tier 2.   

We are looking forward to welcoming Barbara Nomikos 

back to the Hall management in December! 

Nettlefold Garden 

Many thanks to all of the volunteers who have kept the 

Nettlefold Garden open every day during the second 

lockdown.  This was much appreciated – and rather well 

used judging by the lawn!  What a great resource this is.   

Washroom and Disabled Ramp project 

After understandable Covid delays, we received 

comments back from Birmingham City Council on the 

planning application for the renovated toilets and new 

disabled ramp at the Hall we submitted earlier in the year.  

These comments are by no means insuperable and we 

have responded.  

New Trustees 

Following the retirement of Adrian Millicheap at our 

AGM in September, we’re interested in welcoming new 

Trustees to the Moor Pool Heritage Trust board. 

We're looking for people who share our passion for and 

active commitment to Moor Pool and with some time to 

participate in our monthly meetings, as well as occasional 

project activity. 

You will know you have played a significant role in 

securing a future for a wonderful local and heritage asset.  

Being a MPHT trustee is a very positive and rewarding 

experience! 

I would welcome a conversation with anyone who might 

be interested – contact details below. 

Events 

We are not holding the usual events across 

Moor Pool in these uncertain times.  

However, alongside the Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association, we  are delighted to be able to 

announce: 

Santa, his sleigh and his elves (Covid 

permitting) will be touring Moor Pool at some 

point over the weekend of 19/20 December 

Carol singing at your door or in your front garden at 

5.30pm on 13 December. 

Christmas Tree outside the Hall. 

Please see the insert in the Duck for these and other 

festive activities to brighten up this time of year.   

With the ongoing Covid situation, opportunities to chat 

and raise issues with the Trust and Trustees are not 

easy.  But we are still very much here working hard to 

keep this beautiful area as the founders over 100 years ago 

envisaged it.  So if you have anything to discuss please do 

get in touch; through our website 

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk or with any of us, 

email or phone. 

Thank you for the support you provide and please stay 

safe and well, 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

simon56.stirling@gmail.com 

07757 790539 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Log Sale 

 
Sunday, December 13th

 
Provisional date. See local posters 
for confirmation and details. 

£20 
Domestic 

wheelie bin 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Nettlefold Notes 

Recent unusual visitors to the Garden 

A lesser redpoll  was recently seen. (It loves birch tree 

seeds). At a glance it might be mistaken for a sparrow or 

dunlin but its breast is paler and not brown spotted or 

striped and its beak is more finch-like.  It has a dark cap 

which could be mistaken for brown but is brilliant blood 

red in the sun. 

A little clump of shaggy ink cap toadstools popped up 

opposite the 'stumpery'. The name became obvious as the 

tall white shaggy cones collapsed into a dripping black 

mess! 

Anticipating spring we intend at some point to scarify the 

lawn and perhaps attempt to level and re-seed some of the 

dips in the surface which have appeared. Areas of the 

mound (or tump) may also be coned off to allow for some 

limited re-seeding. 

Brief encounter. A small boy and his dad are walking 

round the woodland area. The small boy has a long 

cardboard tube into one end of which he has thrust his fist. 

A volunteer engages him in conversation: Is that your 

light sabre?? 

Small boy: No. It's a tube. 

Visitors to the garden are gently reminded that dogs are 

not allowed to enter – other than guide dogs. 

This was agreed and voted through at the Trust AGM 

prior to the garden opening. The guaranteed cleanliness of 

the area is much appreciated in particular by those 

responsible for the many small children who regularly 

enjoy the space. 

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com 

 

 

 

 

The amount of CO2 generated in making a car is 

equivalent to that generated by the car in travelling 

150,000 miles. 

The worst pollutant generated by a car is the dust created 

by the constant wear of the tyres.    

    - George Mobiot 'Guardian' 

Golf:   An ineffectual attempt to direct an uncontrollable 

sphere into an inaccessible hole with instruments ill-

adapted to the purpose.   – Winston Churchill 

In the September issue there was a little discussion about 

the expression 'mind your p's and q's.' But it didn't 

mention the suggestion that it is derives from the printing 

office. When the type was hand-set and all the letters were 

back to front (in order to come out the right way round 

when printed) it was very easy to get p and q mixed up – 

but why 'mind your p's and q's' rather than 'your b's and 

d's ' '????  

In the October issue the Chair mentioned the continuing 

parking problems – this is not only caused by residents 

who own two cars but people who park their cars and then 

go off to work – presumably in the city centre. It is 

noticeable how much easier it is to park near one's house 

at weekends and during Covid lockdown periods. 

Spell Chequer 

 

Eye have a new computer.  

Eye have a knew pea sea 

So now I am as happy as can bee. 

It has a staid of art spell chequer 

Which will keep an I on me 

Cause I’m not much of a speller 

I’m a simple sought of feller – 

And my weakness was quite oblivious to sea. 

 

So now I am sow happy 

My chequer does the work, 

I no that it will rite the wrongs I rote. 

I just press a quay oar too 

And can putt the hole text threw it – 

Theirs really nothing two wit – 

And I no that’s awl eye ever have too do. 

 

I’m happy as can bee know, 

Secure an quite relaxed, 

Four awl my wrongs are righted 

(As is scene hear by the clear sited). 

(Yew can cheque if you’ve got thyme). 

Reports just hold know terrors 

My Czechs rewrote my errors 

No lettuce out of plaice, 

Every fault has been defected, 

Every worm has been connected 

Know miss take can get buy me – 

Fore my chequers checked it threw 

Theirs no read underlining 

Sew eye no theirs know miss takes 

O I trussed my little chequer, yes I doe! 

M. Underwood 

 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Sudoku 

Tosher - One who, on the Thames, steals copper from 

ship’s bottoms.   Sailor’s Word-Book (1867) 

Liams Rule OK!. The short form of the Irish name 

Uilliam, which, in turn, is derived from the Germanic name 
William meaning resolute protector, is already one of the 
most popular boys’ names in the US and Canada, and it is 
also gaining ground in Europe. Although only 334 Liams 
were born in the Republic of Ireland last year, an 
estimated 3,800 were recorded in Germany, along with 
962 in Spain, and 760 in Sweden.  
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

Kipsters Homemade 
Biscuits 

    Just for Dogs 
Kipsters Homemade Biscuits is a family run business which began 
when our French Bulldog puppy Costa came into our lives. We 
then began to look at food, ingredients and treats that 
would provide him with the best nutrients and goodness to allow 
him to continue with his busy life as a puppy. As a keen baker I 
decided to bake him some biscuits that contained no additives 
or preservatives and from that day forward Kipsters was born. 

Order online at:  www.kipsters.co.uk  

Sudoku Solutions 

Did You Know? 

FAKE FURLOUGH! Organised criminals have siphoned off 

up to £2 billion intended for furloughed workers, tax 

officials believe. HM Revenue and Customs has estimated 

that between 5 and 10 per cent of £39 billion in payments 

made under the Treasury’s job retention scheme are likely 

to have been claimed fraudulently.  

NICE WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT. Members of the House 

of Lords received a 3.1% rise in their daily pay for turning 

up. From April, they are entitled to £323 a day just for 

“signing in”. That could, in theory, amount to £48,450 a 

year over 150 days. The payments for meals, 

accommodation and transport are also free of tax and 

national insurance, because they are connected with the 

House’s parliamentary work. Members are not legally 

employees or holders of office.  

THREADS OF WAR. During the Second World War 

Britain started adding metal threads to banknotes as a 

measure to prevent Germany from devaluing the pound by 

flooding the market with counterfeits. 

UNDERNET. British broadband speeds are among the 

slowest in Europe, plummeting 13 places in an annual 

study ranking the average broadband speeds of 221 

countries. The UK was in 47th place, with a typical 

household taking more than twice as long to download a 

movie than the western European average. Among the 

countries leapfrogging the UK were Malta, Puerto Rico 

and Romania. 

SHELLING OUT. Oyster producers in France are using spy 

oysters containing a tracking device that enable police to 

follow stolen molluscs.  

MICROWAVE READY. Only 11% of British adults cook 

the majority of their meals from scratch; the remaining 

89% rely on takeaways or ready meals. In the past 12 

months, one in ten Britons admit to not having cooked at 

all, and to having relied entirely on takeaways and pre-

cooked food. Men are less likely to cook than women: 

16% haven't cooked at all, compared with just 5% of 

women. 

DELETE REPEATED WORD. The critically endangered 

western lowland gorilla, which has been photographed for 

the first time in a decade, has the scientific name Gorilla 

gorilla gorilla.  
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

 

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES 

 

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE  

     MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

         Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows 

         Gutters cleaned 

         UPVC cleaned 

         Conservatory roofs 

         Patios, driveways and decking cleaned 

         Fully insured 

 

Contact details:  

Steve Brain 

9 West Pathway 

Harborne 

Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696 

email: stephen.brain63@sky.com 
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Christmas Prize 

C R O S S W O R D  

by Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across 

1) Cold sailor joins fellow driver (6) 

4) Goes up and cooks without lid (6) 

9) Loveliest porter working on the monopoly 
board (9,6) 

10) He could make a good bowler (6) 

11) Vehicle halts here? (3,5) 

12) Carry on once unit is changed (8) 

14) Withdrawn, internally strange and poor 
work (6) 

15) Blisters burst a globe perhaps (6) 

18) Darn foot backwards and forwards (2,3,2) 

21) Little Maureen chops carrot while driving 
this (5,3) 

22) Medicine man holds the pictures (6) 

24) Former PM has argument in the middle 
and end of Piccadilly line (8,6) 

25) Italian hands round European pastry (6) 

26) Set cap at right angle for the view (6) 

Down 

1) City with a smart past? (7) 

2) Cry out in uncomfortable atmosphere (5) 

3) Worrying pain, Sir? Take this (7) 

5) Animal sits round but helps! (7) 

6) Start change for Danish literary town (9) 

7) Soaked Pete and Ed’s mixture (7) 

8) Hurriedly put together some shoes (6) 

13) Highest X chart? (3,3,3) 

Completed entries should be posted in the MPHT post-box by the Lower Hall, 
or scan and e-mail to duck@moorpool.com, by January 17th. The first drawn 
correct entry will win a modest prize kindly donated by Artemonas. Solution 
and prize winner in the February Duck. 

Name:  

Tel:  

E-mail:  
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25             26             

16) In favour of fruit, it’s said, so carry on (7) 

17) Plays some more in French centres (7) 

18) Chucked out from all of the North and West (6) 

19) Search right round for soap family (7) 

20) Hit hard some of the defences (7) 

23) Sort of inert explosive chemical (5) 

http://www.moorpool.com

